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I.—Forrran Potrtics. 


The Sahachar, of the 27th November, strongly suspects that the 
| Simla authorities have still an eye to Afghanis- 
TR Government and tan, although troops have had to be twice 
” recalled from that country. They make no 
secret of the fact that the bridge at Kurrum is valuable in their eyes as 
affording facilities for the transport of troops to Ghuzni. The question of 
the construction of railways from Sibi to Kandahar on one side, and from 
Peshawar to Cabul on the other, is openly discussed in the bazars of Simla. 
Amir Abdur Rahman keeps himself informed of all things. The unwilling- 
ness of Abdur Rahman and his subjects to have railways within their country 
is due not merely to want of civilisation, but also to the consciouness that iron 
roads in Afghanistan mean iron chains for that country. The English 
Government has fallen into a great mistake. It thinks tbat a war with 
Russia is inevitable. But it is aware at the same time that not only will 
any extension of the empire be extremely unpleasant to the people of India, 
but the Indian Exchequer is also ill able to pay the expenses of such an 
extension. But in spite of all this the military advisers of Government are 
prepared to dissatisfy all India for the sake of establishing British ascendency 
in Afghanistan. Knowing men understand, however, that the nation which 
will first enter Afghanistan will incur the enmity of the Afghan people. 
The English Government declares in words that the Afghans should be kept 
friends, but it acts in a way which is calculated to produce ill-feeling and 
distrust in their minds. The English Government uses language in regard 
to Afghanistan which seems to mean that it considers itself master of that 
country. The Amir has certainly heard what has been said on the occasion 
of the opening of the bridge at Kurrum. 


2. The Sanjivani, of the 30th November, observes, in reference to the 
Chin expedition, that it does not look well 
that a free people like the Chins should stand 
between the English in India and the English in Burma. The map will not 
look beautiful until it is red all over. There are a few more free countries 
between India and Burma, which will sooner or later become part of the 
British Indian Empire, and then not one will be left to parade its freedom 
before the all-powerful Englishman. It does not look well that the barbar- 
ous Chin and Lushai should continue to be the neighbours of the civilised 
British Government. It is only when the whole continent from Peshawar 
to the Pacific comes under British rule that the work of civilisation will 
proceed in an unrestricted manner. 


The Chin-Lushai expedition. 


3. The same paper says that the Government is again about to 
court a war with Afghanistan. Haunted by the 
fear that Russia will invade India through 
that country, it has decided upon constructing for strategic purposes a 
railway line or a road up to Herat. But the Amir, though he owes his 
throne to the English, will never agree to this, knowing, as he does, 
that all Afghanistan will rise against him if he lends his support to such a 
scheme. If the English try to carry it out by force, war will become 
inevitable. Have they so soon forgotten the lesson of their unprovoked war 
upon Dost Mahomed Ktian? A Russian invasion of India will continue 
to be an impossibility so long as the Afghans remain friends of the British 
Government. And if ever there is a fight between the Russian and the 
Englishman on the borders of India, that fight will be fought not on the 
Afghan frontier, but on the tableland of Tibet. 


Railway extension in Afghanistan. 


SaHacHar, 
Nov. 27th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 30th, 1889. 


SANJIVA rf. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Nov. 25th, 1889. 


CHARUVARTA. 


CHARUVARTA. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 26th, 1889. 


SAMAYA, 
Nov. 27th, 1889. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Dec. 2nd, 1889. 
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‘of Howrah, is adopt:d and adhered to in all cases. But this cannot be 
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 .@—Policen 
4. The Chéruvdrid, of the-25th November, says that there are again 


ee ‘petty cases of theft in Mymensingh town aft 
Petty thefts in Mymensingh town. =, long interval. The police should look 


5. <A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence of 
theft at Sherpore in Mymensingh. Thefts 
are being committed even in temples. 
6. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the high- 
handed proceedings of the Netrokona police. 
Their high-handedness has increased since 
Baboo Jagat Chandra Basu, the young and inexperienced Deputy Magis- 
trate, has been placed in charge of the sub-division. Even respectable 
people do not dare to go out at night for fear of being arrested by the 
police. The policemen charge those whom they find on the roads at night 
of being baat, arrest them and extort money from them. Those that fail 
to bribe them are taken before the Deputy Magistrate, who invariably fines 
them. The police also wrongfully arrest people during the daytime on the 
false charge of committing nuisance by the side of the public road, and also 
extort money from them. It is not at all creditable to the Deputy Magis- 
trate that he takes no steps to put the police down. 
7. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 26th Novem- 
ber, says that two thefts have taken place 
doet® *t Rasuikhand, Burdwan within the last 80 days at the village Rasui- 
khand within the jurisdiction of the Raipore 
thana, district Burdwan. The chowkidars do not keep watch at night at 
that village as well as at Sahajpore. 


()— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Samaya, of the 27th November, referring to the decision of 

) Mr. Currie in the Hearsey-Chesney case, says 
that it is really astonished at Mr. Currie’s 
judicial obtuseness. Not one of the grounds on which Mr. Currie has 
acquitted Mr. Chesney is just or reasonable. Is not the editor of a paper 
responsible for the publication of all libellous matter appearing in it? The 
editor is clearly responsible even if it is proved that the writer was a different 
person. Again, in the Calcutta Police Court Mr. Chesney took upon 
himself the responsibility of the publication of the libel against Captain 
Hearsey. The writer does not think that the Magistrate has acted rightly 
in acquitting Mr. Chesney under these circumstances. Some justification 
might have been found for the acquittal, if Mr. Chesney had not admitted 
his responsibility for the insertion of the libel. But the Magistrate argues 
that taking the responsibility for the libellous article does not mean taking 
the criminal responsibility provided by the law. The writer does not see 
the force of this very subtle reasoning. Baboo Surendranath Banerji 
admitted his responsibility for the insertion of the libel against Mr. Justice 
Norris, and he was sent to jail on the strength of that admission without 
being asked whether he also accepted the criminal responsibility for its 
insertion. 


9. The Dacca Gazette, of the Qnd December, refers to the dismissal 


a oO ny: of the Pioneer libel case at Howrah, and 
ce ats aoe remarks that it will be extremely convenient 
for editors if the interpretation of the law of libel, given by the Magistrate 


Thefts at Sherpore in Mymensingh. 


The Netrokona police, Mymensingh. 


The Hearsey-Chesney Case. | 


\ 
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There is a difficulty in the way. Mr. Ourrie says'that only the writer of a 
libel can be ponished. But there is no law under which an editor can be 
compelled to give the name of the writer of a libel. So, under Mr. Ourrie’s 
view of the matter, libel will have every chance of remaining unpunished. 
The law on this subject ought to be made clear. . 

10. The Navavibhdkar Sddharant, of the 2nd December, says that 
it had expected that Mr. Chesney would be 
| acquitted. And the question to be now asked 
is, whether the offence committed by the Editor of the Dacca Prakash 
was greater than that committed by Mr. Chesney. Mr. Chesney spoke more 
bitterly against Captain Hearsey than the native Editor did against Babus 
Ruplal and Raghulal; and yet-the native Editor’s appeal against the sentence 
passed on him by the lower courts has been rejected by the High Oourt. 
It is deeply to be regretted that, under the English Government, which 
plumes itself so much on its liberality, of two persons guilty of the same 
offence, one is sent to jail and another is let off. It is cases of this kiad 
which confirm the popular impression that a distinction is made in the 
English Law Courts in India between white and black offenders. 


(d)— Education. 


11. A correspondent ‘of the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 20th November, 
The Putea English school andthe Says that on the occasion of his recent visit 
Inspector of Schools, Rajshahye Divi- {o the Putea English school, the Inspector of 
ere Schools, Rajshahye Division, unjustly found 
fault with the head-master for many things for which he was not respon- 
sible. He was also taken to task for having granted promotion to certain 
boys of the second class who, though they could not, owing to illness, present 
themselves at the annual examination, were considered by him fit for pro- 
motion. The Inspector has passed an order that these boys will not be 
allowed to appear at. the University Examination this year. Now, as the 
Registrar of the University alone can grant this permission to appear at its 
examinations, the boys should apply to him, and not to the Inspector for a 
consideration of their case. The other teachers of the school also have been 
very discourteously treated by the Inspector. The correspondent asks the 
Rani of Putea to meet all the expenses of this school, and, by foregoing the 
small grant-in-aid made to it by Government, to free the teachers from 
needless official meddlesomeness. It is a mistake to think that no school 
can be efficiently conducted without inspection by the officers of the 
Education Department. 


- 


12. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 26th Novem- 
The lower primary examination in ber, prays.to the District Board of Burdwan 
Bordwan. that the lower primary examination may. be 
held at the latter end of February, at which time it was formerly held. 
The holding of the examination at the commencement of winter is a very 
- inconvenient arrangement both for teachers and pupils, because it is at this 
time that villagers barely recover from attacks of malaria, and because it. is 
very inconvenient to stay.away from heme in the intense cold of February. 
The correspondent also says that, as Saknara is a place where articles 
of food are not procurable, the.examination should not be: held at the school 
at that: place, but either at the Rayna or. at the Belma school. | 
13. The Sanjivani, of the 30th November, says that in other years 
the Tagore law lectures used to commence in 
July, a very convenient time for the students. 
But a change has been made this year, the lectures being announced 
to begin from the 830th November. As this is their examination time, the 
B. A. students will be unable to attend the lectures; not a few M. A. 


The Hearséy-Chesney case. 


The ensuing Tagore Law Lectures. 


BurDWAN SaNJivani, 
Nov. 26th, 1889. 


( 1066 ) 


students too have gone home. As the new arrangement will thus cause 
great inconvenience to the students, the Syndicate should direct a discon. 
tinuance of the lectures for the present. 

SANJIVANT , 14, In noticing the Government Resolution on the last Bengal 


Nov, 80th, 1880 The Government Resolution onthe Education Report, the same paper makes the 
last Education Report. following observations :— 


(1). The Lieutenant-Governor has expressed regret at the decline of 
primary education during last year, and pointed out the need of 
adopting measures for its improvement. His Honour thinks that 
much may be done in this direction by granting rewards to 
gurus according to a system of payment by results; but the 
writer is of opinion that primary education in this province 
will not show any improvement until it is made free and com- 
pulsory by law, as it bas been in not a few advanced countries 
in Europe. 


(2). There ‘was an increase last year in the number of pupils in the 
Entrance, Middle English and Middle Vernacular schools, and 
the total expenditure on their account was Rs. 25,836,045, of 
which only Rs. 61,539 was paid by the Boards, Municipalities 
and the Government. And yet the enemies of India say that 
through the favour of the Government the native youth are 
receiving high English education grass. 


(3). Female education is in a very backward state. But Government 
does not seem to be much concerned on this account, though 
it is certain that Bengal will never become what it ought to be 
until its women receive education. 


(4). It is gratifying to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor will 
soon make arrangements for providing the people with techni- 
cal education which is so essential to national prosperity, and 
which has been unfortunately so long neglected by the Govern- 
ment. 


(5). The Lieutenant-Governor is justly opposed to the suggestion 
made by Mr. Tawney to introduce a system of licensing all 
schools which may be established in the province in future. 
No one would like to see Bengal turned into Russia. 


lancet 15. The Grdmbdst, of the 80th November, does not understand 
Nov. 30th, 1889. : why the Director of Public Instruction, 
ise of the Education Bengal, has ruled that the successful candi- 


dates in the middle vernacular scholarship 
examination will not be allowed to appear in the middle English scholarship 
examination. It may not be right to award a middle English scholarships 
to the student who is already getting a middle vernacular scholarship, but 
it is not easy to see why the successful candidate in one examination should 
not be allowed ¢o appear at the other examination. The Director of Public 
Tnstruction is requested to reconsider the matter. 


Som PRAKASH, 16. The Som Prakdsh, of the 2nd December, says that the present 
Lec. 2nd, 1889. race of Calcutta University graduates are 
CsleutteUmecrsite  ”* «% ‘te greatly inferior to their predecessors. This 


deterioration cannot be attributed to inferior 
teaching or to the selection of inferior men as examiners. The deterioration 
is due to too much dependence on cramming, The students who gef up by 
heart 40 or 50 pages of notes given by an examiner now do better in exami- 
nations than the students who read text-books carefully. The appointment 
of Professors as examiners in the subjects which they teach is calculated to 
lead to injustice and partiality in the treatment of the examinees, 
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Great defects are now observed in the setting of questions. The 
papers on English now contain too many questions on the history of 
literature and on criticism, and too few questions requiring explanations 
of, and grammatical and rhetorical comments on, passages in the text-books. 
But it is questions of this latter kind which really test a candidate’s 
knowledge of literature. A candidate cannot be expected to give criticisms . 
of bis own on the authors he reads, and he has therefore recourse to the 
published criticisms of others for answering questions on criticism. Thus 
a candidate when required to criticise Shakespeare’s plays and characters 
only reproduces Dowden or Hazlitt. Under these circumstances, the 
students who cram themselves up do better in the examinations than more 
intelligent students. Again, in the paper on Sanskrit Philosophy in the 
M.A. Examination, students are required to translate passages from Sanskrit 
into English. But how can questions of this kind test a candidate’s 
knowledge of Sanskrit? It sometimes so happens that a candidate passes 
the M.A. Examination in Sanskrit by giving his answers for the most part in 
English. It is owing to all this that the University is now turning out worse 
graduates than before. 

17. The same paper says that the Inspecting Branch of the Education 

Department requires to be radically reformed. 
The Inspecting Branch of the Edu- ‘There are few really educated men on the 
cation Department. . , 

inspecting staff. A few graduates are now 
being appointed as School Inspectors. But no good work can be expected 
tobe done by the uneducated men in that branch who have been, by 
length of service, promoted to the higher posts. The Inspecting Branch 
has, in fact, become unworthy of the Education Department. Teachers 
receive less encouragement than Inspectors in that Department. Inspectors 
are appointed to higher grades, and obtain more rapid promotion than 
teachers. ‘I'he employés in the Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
for instance, are graded officers, and thus get rapid promotion, whilst 
teachers, men of better education, have to serve long on small salaries. 
Does Government consider the Inspecting Branch to be more useful than 
the Teaching Branch? The writer is of opinion that the Inspecting Branch 
ought to be separated from the Teaching Branch, and should form a 
department by itself. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Sanjtvant, of the 23rd November, says that it is not wrong 
Prince Albert Victor’s reception in to spend money from the Municipal Fund on the 
Calcutta. reception of Prince Albert Victor in Calcutta. 
But instead of spending ten thousand rupees in a few hours in festivities and 
illuminations, the expenditure should be made ina way which will secure 
a lasting and useful memorial of the Prince’s visit. The writer is never- 
theless not one of those who would proscribe all ¢amasha and loyal demonstra- 
tion during the visit to the metropolis of British India of its future 
Emperor, and only considers it desirable that instead of defraying the 
expenses from the public revenues, the Sheriff of Calcutta should be asked 
to call a public meeting of the inhabitants of the city and its suburbs for 
the purpose of raising subscriptions and concerting measures for according 
a suitable reception to the Prince. 
19. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 25th rig tes yah oo -“ bi 
rupees was placed at the disposal of the My- 
The Mymaneiegh loeel Petes: fe ap Local Board for eiéking aitary 
improvements; but the Board did not spend more than Rs. 880 last year 
on that head. Certainly no one will thank the Board for its economy in 
this reepect.. It is much to be regretted that people cannot get work done 
with the money placed at their disposal. | aie ; 


Som PRAKASSH, 
Dec. 2nd, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 23rd, 1889. 


CHasvvVaasta, 
Nov. 25th, 1889. 


Nov, 26th, 1889. 


SaHACHAR, 
Nov. 27th, 1889. 


SaHAaCHAR. 


Hinpv Ranyika, 
Nov. 27th, 1889. 


effected a saving of its own expenditure. But though by this arrangement 
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Bonpwan SANJIVANI, . 90. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 26th November, referring to the 


Whe District Boards and sanitary Lieutenant-Governor’s expressién of regret 
improvement. - for the inattention of the Distriet Boards tp 


sanitary improvement, says that this inattention to health on the part of the 


Bengalis is a result of English education. English education has made 
Bengalis more attentive to outward show than to substantial good. The 
educated Bengali dresses like a Nawab and plays lawn-tennis in imitation 
f Englishmen, but he eats miserable food. Another indication of this 
aames for outward show is afforded by the municipalities whieh, qhile 
spending large sums of money on the decoration of towns on the occasion 
of official visits, and on the improvement of the roads by which officers are 
likely to pass, make no arrangements for lighting the streets and take no steps 
to improve the public health. The District Boards spend all their money 
on education because Englishmen tell them that it is good to spend money 
on that object. They pay no attention to the clearing of tanks in malarious 
places because no Englishman has yet pointed out the necessity of sach 
work. But it is one good result of English education that it makes natives 
obey Englishmen in all matters. And now that the attention of the 
District Boards has been drawn by the Lieutenant-Governor to the necessity 
for sanitary improvement, much good may certainly be looked for. 
21. The Sahachar, of the 27th November, referring to the intention 
The Calcutta Municipality and the Of the Calcutta Municipality not to accord a 
reception of Prince Albert Victor. separate reception tc Prince Albert Victor, 
and to contribute only two thousand rupees to the fund which is to be raised 
for his reception, remarks that the proposed contribution will be a rather 
niggardly one for the Calcutta Municipality to make on such an oceasion. 
22. The same paper hopes that the Calcutta Municipality will pay a 
st little more attention to the condition of the 
ee Suburbs. When only a portion of the 
Suburbs had been amalgamated with the Calcutta Municipality, that portion 
was inspected every day by overseers. But such is the condition of the 
Suburbs now that if seems that it would have been better for them to have 
remained under the old Suburban Municipality. The only advantage 
which the Suburbs have derived from the amalgamation is the supply 
of pipe-water. But the tax has been raised at one bound from 34(?) 
to 193 per cent! There is no gas light within six miles of Alipore. The 
drains are bad and so are the roads. A few hundred rupees may supply 
a quarter with good roads ; but there is no one to look to these things. But 
if a man constructs a hut without the permission of the Municipality, the 
Municipality takes notice of it at once and gets him fined. Is there no one 
at the head of the Municipality P 
23. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 27th November, says that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has laid it down asa 
tule for the guidance of all District Boards 
that it is incumbent upon them to employ the whole of their resources in 
suppressing famine in any place within their jurisdiction. But the funds 
placed at the disposal of the District Boards are not large enough for the 
multifarious duties which have been entrusted to them. On the ‘head of 
education alone the Boards have had to spend every year upwards of eleven 
lakhs of rupees—the sum made up of ferry and cattle-pound receipts and the 
contribution from the Povincial Revenues. They therefore had but little left 
them to spend on roads, sanitation, medical relief, famine and other matters 
for which they are required to find money. If District Boards'had not been 
established, Government would have had to incur the educational expenditare 
which is now made by the Boards from its own revenues. By making 
over the charge of education to the District Boards, the Government ‘has 


Famine and the District Boards. 
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Government is a gainer, it causes great loss to the people who pay the road 
oess, inasmuch 4s the road cess money is not now exclusively spent on roads, 
but is spent for other purposes as well. Henceforward again the Boards will 
have to spend more money on education, Government being not satisfied with 
what they have done in this respect, and in addition to the matters for which 
they must pay, to defray the whole cost of famine relief in their respective 
jurisdictions. This, however, is hardly just on the part of Government, It 
is true the Government has given assurances that it will grant additional 
funds to the Boards when the money at their disposal shall have beeu wholly. 
spent upin famine relief, But much reliance cannot be placed on these 
assurances, and the editor is of opinion that the Boards should be relieved 
of the charge of providing tbe cost of famine relief, there being of course 
no objection to their giving any other assistahce that may be required in this 
behalf. A separate famine tax is being levied by the Government. If the 
Boards are to be really held responsible for providing the cost of famine 
relief,a certain proportion of the proceeds of that tax should be made over 
tothem. — 
24, The same paper says that the members of the Rajshabye District 
ae : Board are neither regular in their attendance 
oie tama Beak gsof the a+ the Board’s meetings nor attentive to the 
Board’s business. Even at meetings at which 
important business like the discussion of the budget or any proposal in- 
volving increase of eXpenditure isto be transacted, the attendance is often 
very small, and it is sometimes found necessary tosend a gharry for the 
purpose of bringing a member from his house. 
25. The Bharat Mitra, of the 28th sorem ee, ee that the Com- 
| missioners of the Calcutta Municipality will 
- _— a favourably considet the petition of the Jaina 
community for changing the direction of the central road in a way which 
will save temples. 


26. The Samaya, of the 29th November, says that the Indians possess 
the right of self-government only so far as 
unimportant matters are concerned, and that 
in all matters of real importance Government is all in all. One proof of this 
is afforded by the Calcutta Municipal Act, which is an engine of oppression 
and a great disgrace to Sir Steuart Bayley. The Commissioners of the 
Calcutta Municipality are mere puppets in the hands of Sir Henry Harrison. 
Sir Henry recently submitted a report to Government without consulting 
the Commissioners on the subject. The Commissioners got very angry at 
this, but could do nothing because Sir Henry is a nominee of Government. 

The following is a list of some of the new assessments. made by the 
Calcutta Municipality :— 


Municipal oppression in Calcutta. 


No. of Old New ° No. of Old New 


premises. assessment. assessment, premises. assessment. assessment. 
Muktaram Baboos Street. Bhuban Chatterjea’s Lane. 
Rs. Rs. Re. Re, 
1 ii 264 492 4-3 es 48 144 
17 a 960 1,700 12 ee 36 120 
20 vee ° 45200 13,750 Bhairab Biswas’s Lane. | 
Mitter’s Lane. 4 wea ‘96 252 
2 a 540 3,900 Bulloram Dey’s Street. 
27 nn ae te 18 120 
Madhu Raya’s Lane. 126-1 eee 12 72 
1-1 ee 144 270 1 Ohitpore Road. 
16 eo ne 3,200 , 2 soo 61 108 
Aushutosh Dey’s Lane. | Cornwallis Street. 
25 is 12 66 181 | ae 
Baranashi Ghosh’s Street. , 199 me 60. 
22 a 210 475 | 208-1 . set 108 
60 120 :204-. 


Hinpv RansiKa, 
Nov. 27th, 1889. 


BHaRatT Mirra, 
Nov. 28th, 1889. 


SamaYa, 
Nov. 29th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 80th, 1889. 


Dacca PRagasH, 
Dec. Ist, 1689. 


DaINIk-0-SaMAOHAR 
CHANDRIEA, 


Dec, 2nd, 1889. 
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No new assessment will be less than double the old assessment, 1, 


most cases the assessment will be seven or eightfold. Will the oppression 
of the poor rate-payers to an extent which will compel many of them to 
abandon their ancestral homes redound to the glory of the municipality > 
So far as the writer knows, two men, namely, Sir Henry Harrison and 
Baboo Mahatap Chandra Mallik, are mainly responsible for the new 
assessments. Their action has really grieved the writer. 


Again, the purchase of land for the new Central Road is being marked 


with great oppression. The municipality is claiming land which has been 
enjoyed for generations by private individuals on the sole ground that they 
can show no boundary marks thereon. It is not easy to count the number 
of men who are groaning under oppression of this kind. The Assessor 
cares for nobody. The proceedings of the municipality make people doubt 
whether they are living under the British Government or under the rule of 
some despotic Mussalman Nawab. 


The Municipal Commissioners are requested to resolve upon winning 
such right of Self-Government and power of legislation as will enable 
them to save the people from such oppression or upon resigning in a body. — 

27. The Sanjivani, of the 30th November, fully approves of Mr. 

_ Cotton’s proposal to make all new streets in 
cate, width of new streets i> Calcutta at least 40 feet wide, and does not 
think that the municipality has acted wisely 
by agreeing to consult landlords and others before coming to a decision on the 
point. It is strange that while so many important questions have from 
time to time been independently decided by the Commissioners, the moment 
& proposal is made to improve the health of the city by widening its streets, 
a proposal, that is, which is likely to touch the landlord’s interest, tke cry is 
raised that it is necessary to consult public opinion, or, in other words, 
the landlords’ opinion. Considering the ignorance and indifference of the 
people of this country regarding all questions of sanitation, it is extremely 
doubtful whether the landlords, as a class, will care to give their adhesion 
to a measure which is likely to injure their interests to a certain extent. 
28. The Dacca Prakash, of the 1st December, says that though 
ss eek ies self-government has proved better than Govern- 
ment’s own administration, it has not yet 
given complete satisfaction, because all real power still remains vested 
in Magistrates. There are few disinterested and unselfish men among 
the members of the District Boards. It is to be regretted that even many 
educated members of those Boards do things which are injurious to the 
public. Education does not seem to be quite a qualification for self- 
government; for the educated members of the Dacca District Board appear 
to have been conspicuous by their absence from its meetings. Wherever 
the attendance of District Board members is found to have been satisfactory, 
there the members were more conscientious than educated. The Local Boards 
should take care not to elect busy money-making people or flatterers of 
Government as members of District Boards. 
29. The Datntk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 2nd December, says that 


oppression is being committed by the Muni- 

Rb Toga ay in the Calcutta cipal Assessor of Calcutta in making valua- 
tions of houses. There are loud protests on 

all sides against that oppression. Clause II of section 122 of the Muni- 


cipal Act does indeed provide for a lower percentage than 5 in cases where 
hardship is likely to be caused by the adoption of 5. per cent. But here too 
everything depends on the option of the Assessor or Assessors. Few persons 
will have the leisure or courage to prefer an appeal to the Chairman or Vice- 
Chairman within 15 days of the assessment, and it is also doubtful whether 
such an appeal will do any good. The Municipal Commissioners have not 


( 1071 ) 


been entrusted with the hearing of appeals against assessments; because to 
nt them that power would have been to make room for interference with 
asudden and abnormally large increase of assessments. And what rendered 
the granting of this power to the Commissioners particularly undesirable is 
the fact that there 1s no hope that the number of native Commissioners will. 
he smaller than at present. 
80. The Som Prakash, of the 2nd December, complains of the condi- _9>™ Praxass, 


. tion of Kaliprasad Dutta’s Streetin Ward No.8 9° ™* 1°? 
Kaige Dees ee Sore of the Caloatta Municipality. The street be- 
comes impassable after a shower, however slight. Much attention is not also 
paid to the removal of refuse from the street. 

31. The Sdr Sudhdnidhs, of the 2nd December, says that Sir Henry *4® Svpmamon, 
Harrison and Mr, Cotton are doing man i 
highhanded acts in the name of Local Self- 

Government. There are very few independent and conscientious men 
among the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality and many of them 
look to Sir Henry Harrison for favours. This is why the municipal 


affairs of Calcutta are being so badly managed by one or two men in the 
name of the rate-payers. 


The.Calcutta Munivipality. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


32. The Daintk-o-Samachér Chandrikd, of the 8rd December, says Damn o Samactian 
a that rent is being rigorously realisedin the ,.. «1 isso, 

ee Khes §Shujamutha Mehal in spite of repeated floods oT 
and failures of crops during the last few years. 

The sufferings of the ryots of that mehal therefore know no bounds, They 

have under these circumstances submitted a memorial to the Board of Reve- 

nue praying for a remission of two-and-a-half years’ rent, for the collection 

of the remaining rent by instulments, and for the non-execution of decrees 

for arrears of rent till the next harvest. All these prayers are reasonable. 

There is oppression in every Khas Mehal. The writer can say from per- 

sonal knowledge that the ryots of the Shujamutha Mehal are suffering 

greatly. There is no knowing what order the Board will pass. But the 

writer looks for redress from Sir Steuart Bayley who is a friend of the poor.. 


(9) — Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


338. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 20th November, says that there are Hou Rassma, 
i almost no roads in the mofussil. But the ov. 20th, 1889. 
ee villagers‘ are not responsible for this. They 
have been paying the road cess for the last twenty years. As in other 
matters, so in this matter of the road cess also, the Government has not kept 
its promise. Tbe proceeds of the cess are mostly spent on works other than 
roads. Even supposing that this is not the case, and that the greater portion 
of the Road Cess Fund is actually spent on roads, the promise made by Sir 
George Campbell’s Government in their proclamation of 1873 regarding the 
application of that fund is not acted up to. 
‘* Sub-divisions of the district will be arranged, and a fair proportion of 
the proceeds of the tax will be apportioned for the petty roads of that. sub- 
division. That money will be distributed and spent by local men trusted by 
the inhabitants, who will be selected or elected for the purpose. Every tax- 
payer is encouraged and intended to claim that the tax shall be fairly applied 
to the village roads and local paths or water-channels in which he is interest- 
ed. The Government will use every effort to see that such local claims are 
fairly met and that every tax-payer derives a fair benefit from. the tax which 
e pays.” ‘ | | 
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Succeeding Lieutenant-Governors have reiterated these views. In his 
Resolution on the last Administration Report of the Burdwan Division, §}, 
Steuart Bayley lays great stress on the necessity of making substantial allot. 
ments from the Road Cess Fund forthe construction and repairs of village 
roads and of convincing villagers that their interests in this respect are 
not overlooked. And yet asa matter of fact there has been no improve. 
ment of village roads. ‘The recent Government Resolution on the working 
of the District Boards also shows this tobe the case, the expenditure on 
village roads in the different districts of Bengal having been only a small 
portion of the amount of the road cess levied therefrom. The report of 
the Commissioner of Chittagong shows that even the small allotments made 
for village roads from the District Board funds are not wholly spent on sach 
roads. The writer earnestly hopes that those who may be hereafter chosen 
by the villagers to represent them on the District Boards will direct their 
attention to this subject. | 

"ae a oa 34, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 26th Noven- 
ee ae / ber, draws the attention of the Magistrate and 
- ype road from Memari to Tektipore the Road Cess Committee of Burdwan to the 
bad condition of the road from the Memari 
station to the western extremity of the village Taktipore, and prays that the 
proper officers may be soon entrusted with the metalling of tnat portion of 

this road which yet remains to be metalled. 


ee Sees 385. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 27th November, directs the attention 
iain ao, i eee of the Municipality and the District Board of 
Se Rajshahye to the necessity of constructing a | 
railway in that district counecting Rampore Beauleah with Nattore. The 
project of a light railway or steam tramway between these two places found 
great favour with the late Commissioner of the Division, Lord Ulick Browne, 
the late District Magistrate, and the then members of the local Municipality 
and Road Cess Committee, and was made to reach so advanced a stage 
that on receiving assurances of guarantee against loss, a Calcutta firm offered 
to construct the line. But the present Commissioner, Mr. Lowis, soon after 
his arrival in this division, opposed this mature project of bis predecessor 
and persuaded the Government that a railway in Rajshahye would be no 
paying concern. And so Rajshahye is still without a railway, and the money 
once promised by a zemindar for the construction of a bridge in connection 
with the projected line has gone to provide Darjeeling with a Lowis 
Sanitarium. oes 


But the need of a railway in this part of the country is at this moment 
greater than ever. The trade of Rajshahye has, within recent years, received 
considerable expansion. There is now a daily and paying steamer service 
between Nattore and Rampore Beauleah where not long ago the idea of 
having a steamer plying every other day was considered impracticable. All 
these facts should induce the District Board and the local Municipality 
to consider whether the decision of Mr. Lowis regarding the projected line— 
arrived at three years ago, should not be reviewed and set aside. They 
should also note that it is only Nattore, Beauleah and adjoining villages that 
are benefited by the present steamer service, but that a railway will prove of 
benefit to the greater part of the district. The question of finding money 
for a bridge in connection with the projected line may be solved by the 
District Board and the Municipality raising the required amount by a loan 
and paying the interest with the subsidy that is now paid on account of the 
existing steamer service. It is said that, owing to this service, there has been 
an annual loss of Rs. 20,000 on the railway line between Sara and Nattore. 

If this is true, the construction of a railway from Nattore to Beauleah is sure 
to prove a profitable undertaking, while it will have the effect of removing 
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oe cause of the great loss which is annually suffered by the Northern Bengal 
ilway. | 
86. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 80th November, says 
The state of Belbana, in Magura, that though the village of Belbana, in the 
district Jessore. Magura sub-division of the Jessore district, 
contains a goodly number of respectable inhabitants, there is no bazar either 
in this place or in the adjoining villages, Owing to the silting up of the 
mouth of the only khal in the village which formerly served as an outlet 
for rainwater, 16 now accumulates and stagnates in the village every year 
from Ashar to Pous. There is not one good road in this place. The 
members of the Mahmudpore Local Board should attend to this. The recent 
rainfall has injured the paddy, pulses, and other crops. _ 


(h)— General. 


SansIvanNl, 
Nov. 30th, 1889 


37. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 26th November, says that the raising Buapwan Sansrvant, 


of the standard of age for the Civil. Service 
Examination from 19 to 23 years will indeed 
lessen in some measure the difficulties in the way of the admission of natives 
into the Civil Service, but it will not facilitate such admission to any great 
extent, the examination continuing to be held in England. How many 
native youths will agree to sacrifice religion and go to England? 

38. The Bhdrat Mira, of the 28th November, refers to the rising of 
the Kols of Chota Nagpore, and requests Ga- 
vernment to carefully ascertain its cause. The 
Sonthal rising was the result of injudicious behaviour on the part of Govern- 
ment officials, and it is feared that a similar cause may have caused the Kol 
rising. 

39. The Samaya, of the 29th November, is glad at the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s order for the abolition of the out- 


— Bayley and the outstill ti]] system from the Presidency and Burdwan 


Natives and the Civil Service. 


The Kol rising in Chota Nagpore. 


Sir Steuart Bayley has fully realised the injurious character of that system, 
and that his promise to abolish it throughout Bengal gradually and as 
opportunity occurs may be relied upon. 
40. The Sanjivani, of the 30th November, says that, by ordering the 
abolition of all outstills in the Presidency and 
4c bolition, of, outstills in the Presi: Burdwan Divisions from April next, Sir Steuart 
ency and Burdwan Divisions. : , 
Bayley has given proof of a benevolence of dis- 
position and fearlessness of character which are rarely to be met with among 
administrators. The finances of the Bengal Government are in an extremely 
deplorable condition, and yet the Lieutenant-Governor has not hesitated 
to do what he conceived to be his duty in this matter. The writer does not 
know in what terms to thank His Honur for this display of truly noble 
courage. There can now remain no doubt whatever that his administration 
will see the abolition of all outstills in these provinces, and that con- 
siderations of revenue will never lead him to countenance this vice of drink. 
41. The same paper asks Government to enquire from what source 
se the writer : * y vag on geo in a 
The disclosure of a secret official ypecent number of the Vineleent niury, 
wee ee obtained a copy of the confidential. ek 
on Tibet which was submitted to it by Baboo Sarat Chandra Das. The 
Editor is anxious to know how it will deal with the “thief” and ‘“‘ the 
receiver of stolen goods” in this case. aoe 
42. The same paper says that it is doubtful whether the proposal to 
oes establish a Sanitary Board in Bengal for the 
A Sanitary Board for Bengal. = = § = pyidance of the different municipalities in the 
province in the work of sanitary improvement will, if given effect to, lead 


Divisions from April next.. This shows that | 
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to any real good, but there can be no doubt that it will lead to considerabjo 


public expenditure. Thé office of Sanitary Commissioner was created for 
the very purpose for which a Sanitary Board is now proposed to be estab- 
lished, and : considering that the Sanitary Commissionership is stil] jp 
existence, the need of creating a Sanitary Board is not at allclear. It is not, 
again, for want of advice and guidance, but mainly for lack of funds, that the 
municipalities are unable to effect sanitary improvement. A Sanitary Board 
will be only another a means of impoverishing the already poor municipalities 
of this province. 

43. The same paper says that in the catalogue, published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 27th November, of 
books received in the Bengal Library during 
the Ist quarter of 1889, the Librarian has characterised the books bearing 
Nos. 8189, 8159, 8161, and 8173 as obscene publications. Government 
should endeavour to get the writers of these books punished. 

44.. The same paper says that there has been this time great irregular- 

Certain recent appointments tothe ity in giving promotion to the Sub-Deputy 
Subordinate Executive Service in (Qollectors in Assam. Sarvananda Baboo, 
— a clerk in the Chief Commissioner’s office, has 
been recently appointed an Extra Assistant Commissioner over the heads of 
many other Sub-Deputies, and is drawing the pay of his new post, though he 
continues to do his old work of aclerk. It is true that, like those whom he 
has superseded, he passed the prescribed examination, but he has not like 
them had to do survey work in the fields for four to five years. The Chief 
Commissioner should personally attend to these matters and see that no one 
is superseded without just cause. 

45. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrnai, of the 2nd December, says that 

= . in the Crop and warren ng published in 

Deaths from starvation in the the Calcutta Gazette of the 28th August last, 
i aan a statement was made to the effect that 
several people had died of starvation in the Mozufferpore district, and 
enquiries were made by Government into the matter. The writer had 
expected that the result of those enquiries would be published. But neither 
has this been done, nor has the report been contradicted. There can be no 
doubt that the report was true. The distress was very severe this year in 
Behar, and Sir Steuart Bayley twice went there personally to make relief 
arrangements. But who is responsible for the deaths which have taken place 
in spite of the efforts made by Government to save the people? The 
Lieutenant-Governor should make a careful enquiry into the matter and 
punish the person who has brought this disgrace on his Government. No 


disgrace should attach to a ruler who, like Sir Steuart Bayley, sympathises 
so deeply with his subjects. 


Obscene publications in Bengal. 


ITI.—LzGIsLative. 


46. The Sahachar, of the 27th November, cannot approve of the 
The Leper Bill. proposal of the Calcutta Public Health Society 
that lepers, who are householders as well as 
lepers, who live by begging, should be segregated in leper asylums. If the 
Society’s proposal is adopted, the law will be a little too rigorous at the 
outset. The best course will, therefore, be to extend the law to leper house- 
holders when the law has been in operation for some time, and its beneficial — 
character has been realised. The law should at present apply only to leper 
beggars, and should make the employment of lepers in the preparation of 
articles of food, in washing clothes, and in sewing work penal. The burning 
of the dead bodies of lepers is good from a sanitary point of view. But the 
enforcement of cremation in every case may be opposed to religious feeling. 
The manner in which the corpse of a leper is to be disposed of should, 
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therefore, be left to the discretion of his heir, Before passing the Leper 
pill, care should be taken to ascertain what kinds of leprosy are really 
contagious. And as it will be very difficult todefine clearly the forms of 
leprosy which are contagious, it would be well not to give any such definition 
in the law, and only to provide for the examination of every leper by 2 
competent medical board. The Government is thanked for the Leper Bil, 
but it should not pass it into law without consulting public opinion. 
47. The Dacca Gazette, of the oy December, says that the censure 
"1 passed by the Viceroy on the Amrsta Bazar 
ee : Patrika in the otis of his speech on the 
Official Secrets Bill was wholly unmerited. According to Mr. Hume, the 
Gilgit note was in free circulation in Northern India before its appearance 
inthe Patrika. Speakiog generally, it is not safe or fair for Government to 
do things secretly. Secret doings on its part give rise to fear and suspicion in 
the minds of the princes and people of India, diminish their respect for, and 
confidence in, the Government, and make them think that Government has 
two policies, one avowed and one secret. The effect of all this is that the 
motives and intentions of Government are interpreted by diff-rent men in 
different ways, which is bad for Government itself. The Government should 
therefore have as few secrets as possible. : : 
The Government of India should repeal the Official Secrets Act. 
48. The Som Prakash, of the 2nd December, says that all hope of a 
ne __--Feform of the Legislative Councils has dis- 
pteconstitation of the Legislative appeared. The Secretary of State sees no 
necessity for introducing the elective system in 
the selection of members for the Legislative Councils, He only considers 
it necessary to increase the number of members of those Councils. He also 
says that, though the members will not be elected by the people, they will 
still be selected on a representative principle. This sounds like a paradox. 
For no one can be regarded as a representative of the people who does not 
enjoy their confidence. It may be asked whether the men who are now 
selected by Government as members of those Councils are all incompetent 
men, and can do nowork. It is true they are not wholly incompetent men. 
But there are two reasons why they cannot discharge their duty: satisfac- 
torily. These are (1) that as their nomination depends on Government, they 
have not always the courage to oppose the measures of Government, and (2) 
that the men who are nominated by Government, being for the most part rich 
men, have no knowledge of the true condition of the people at large. 


IV.—Nattvp States. 


49. The Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 20th November, says that the rumour 
regarding the restoration of the Maharaja of 
: Cashmere and the transfer of Colonel Nisbet 
from that State seems to be perfectly baseless and is as likely to prove true 
as the belief that the sun will rise in the west. Will the Government make 
the rumour an accomplished fact, and thereby strengthen the foundations of 
the British Empire in India ? 

50. Tne Sahuchar, of the 27th November, asks whether Colonel 
Nisbet’s again dining at the house of Maharaja 
Pratap Singh has any political significance P 
In the course of his speech on the Official Secrets Bill, Lord Lansdowne said 
that those who picked holes in the Cashmere policy of Government would 
perhaps soon see that Government had no evil designs against that State. 
This perhaps means that Government intends to do justice to Pratap Siegh 
in deference to public opinion. Baboo Jogendrachandra Bose has shown 
that the charge of reckless expenditure brought against the Maharaja is 
false, The Viceroy has now probably altered his opinion in regard to the 
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Maharaja’s character. Lastly, the Maharaja has not abdicated his throne 
and no one doubts the genuineness of the letter of the Maharaja which was 
published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika. Lord Lansdowne now sees that he 
would have done better if he had not relied implicity on Colonel Nishet’, 
representations, and taken more time in settling the Cashmere question, 
Again, it is all confusion in Cashmere just now. The Council does nothing, 
and the people are supporting the Maharaja with one voice. Mr. Home 
says that there is general dissatisfaction in the Punjab on account of 
Government’s action in Cashmere. Lord Lansdowne will, under these 
circumstances, do a really politic act if he restores his throne to Pratap 
Singh. It is hoped that no question of English prestige will arise in this 
matter. The English Government is not weak, and mercy and justice never 
impair prestige. Lord Lansdowne will give great satisfaction to the public 
if he restores to Pratap Singh his sovereign powers. 


51. The Samaya, of the 29th November, says that the people of the 
Jessulmere State have submitted a petition of 
complaint against their Minister to the 
Resident and not to their Maharaja.. The Government of India should, 
however, refuse to take any notice of the matter on the ground that it stands 
pledged not to interfere in the affairs of Native States. Again, the Maharaja 
of Bikanir lives as a sort of prisoner within his own palace. He cannot leave 
Bikanir without the permission of the Resident. He does not enjoy even the 
amount of freedom which ordinary people possess. The writer is not aware 
whether he has informed the Government of India of his position, nor does 
it seem likely that much good will come of his doing so. There will be no 
end to the sufferings of the native princes under Lord Lansdowne. Almost 
every native prince is in the same position as the Maharaja of Bikanir. 


52. Tne Sanjivani, of the 380th November, says that the Cashmere 
correspondent of the Uchet Baktdé newspaper 
has sent to it news which show that great 
anarchy now prevails in that State. According to tie correspondent, 
a few days ago some one in Cashmere wrote the following Sanskrit couplet 
Oa pieces of paper and stuck them up on the palace walls :— 


‘ Residentah prasidentah supridenta stathaparah. 
Trayodenté mahdghora desotsannasya hetabah.”” 


That is to say, ‘* Resident, President and Superintendent, these three 
dents are really dreadful and are the causes of the desolation of the country.” 
This greatly enraged the adherents of the present durbar who began to 
oppress all learned pundits with a view to extort confessions from them. 
Their handwriting began to be examined for the purpose of identifying the 
writing on the placards. It can be easily imagined how the officials who 
so readily lose their patience and temper conduct the work of administra- 
tion. The writer thought such things impossible under the supervision 
of English Residents in the nineteenth century. } 

Tne following is another case of oppression and misrule in Cashmere :— 
Sirdar Rup Singh, who is a bigh judicial officer in that State, has a mistress— 
a prostitute of the Mirasan caste. This woman has established so complete 
an ascendency over him that he cannot say no to any request she makes. 
At her request he took into his service a Mirasan boy, who was given access 
to all quarters of the zenana. Lately when the Sirdar went to Gulmurg, 
leaving his house and mistress in charge of tbis boy servant, she made 
improper overtures to the latter, but without success. Foiled in her 
wicked attempt, and fearing that the boy would inform the Sirdar of 
what had occurred, she now resolved upon compassing this faithful 
servant's destruction, and accused him before the Sirdar of trying 0 
violate her chastity (?) during the latter’s absence. The Sirdar thereupoo 
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called the servant before him at the Dewan Khana, and got so angry that, 
without waiting to hear what he had to say, began to beat him severely. 
A Mahratta Police Officer, too, who had come to the place for the purpose of 
drinking wine, joined in the beating, with the result that the servant expired 
then and there. The father of the boy made a complaint against the Sardar 
before the Durbar, but Raja Amar Singh refused to make any enquiry 
about it. It behoves the Government of India to institute a searching 
enquiry into this matter and bring the offender to justice. Maharaja Pratap 
Singh has been deposed on the ground of his misgovernment, and it will be 
a lasting blot on the name of English rule if such acts of oppression are 
suffered to go unpunished. 


53. It appears tothe Dacca Prakash, of the lst December, from 
some writings in. the Statesman, that the 
refusal of the Maharaja of Tipperah to raise the 
forest duty within his own dominion made Mr. Lyall conclude that he is 
unfit for administrative work, and that his State is doomed to bankruptcy. 
The forests of Tipperah touch the forests on the Chittagong frontier, and so 
- when the British authorities propose to raise the forest duty in the Chitta- 
gong forests, people go for forest produce to the adjacent Tipperah forests. 
In order to prevent this, Mr. Lyall requested the Maharaja to raise the 
forest duty within his State. But being the scion of an ancient Aryan 
dynasty, the Maharaja disdained to fill his coffers by causing hardship to his 
subjects. This must be intolerable to the mercantile Englishman, and this is 
the reason why Mr. Lyall’s report is unfavourable to the Maharaja. It is 
hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will pay no heed to that report, and will 
allow the Maharaja to reign unmolested. 


54. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrani, of the 2ad December, says that 
i eta the Poineer rejoices at the proofs of the 
progress made in Cashmere undr the admi- 
nistration of the Council of Regency contained in the Council’s second 
quarterly report. The Péoncer also expects much good from the visit of 
Sir Edward Buck to that State. For Sir Edward’s suggestions for the 
improvement of the wine trade in Cashmere are being acted upon. This is 
certainly a fine proof of progress. The little that Cashmere wanted in order 
to become a real paradise will now be soon supplied to it. The mercantile 
English nation has convinced Indians that a country flowing with wine is 
the most civilised country in the world. By such statements as these the 
_ Pioneer wishes to convince Indians that the deposition of Pratap Singh has 
been for the good of Cashmere. But no vauating on the score of Cashmere’s 
progress under the Council will make the people forget that by taking 
that State, Government has been guilty of violating the pledge given by the 
Queen. But is it true, after all, that there is now no oppression in 
Cashmere ? A correspondent of the Uchit Vaktd has published an account 
of the murder of a boy by Sirdar Rupsinghjee Bahadur, the present Hakim 
Ala of Cashmere. The case has also been noticed inthe Sanjivané news- 
paper (see paragraph 52). 

The writer is astonished at all this. If the above report be correct, the 
Pioneer’s trumpeting will go for nothing, and great anarchy must be prevail- 
lng in Cashmere just now. 


Tipperah. 


V.—PrRosPpects oF THE CROP3 AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


55. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 26th November, says that the 
rubbee crop in the Burdwan district is nearly 

wa oePects of the crops in Burd- destroyed. There is no hope of obtaining 
: the brthé mustard and matar crops. The 
potato fields are full of mud, and there will be no potato crop without fresh 
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cultivation. The paddy cropin Burdwan this year was by no means satis. 
factory, and to make the mischief worse the standing paddy crop is rottin 
on account of the fields being full of water. The prospect is wholly cheer- 
less, A dreadful famine is likely to visit Burdwan if corn is not largely 
imported into the district. : : 
56. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 27th November, 
eile siaisaibii me ae e ge oy org eat and continuous 
‘The excessive rainfall at Ganai rainfall for five days has destroyed the padd 
a een ree and other crops in Gansigacha in Ohatinohe 
in the Pubna district. } 
57. <A correspondent of hog ag ere of the 30th gon says 
ie . that the recent excessive rainfall and, cop- 
sihawein ae the "Miymensiagh tinuous foul weather in the Tangail sub- 
soameas division of the Mymensingh district has 
greatly damaged the ripe paddy crop and the beans, pulses and rape-seed 
growing on the low lands. The injury will be greater if the sky does not 
soon clear up. Most of the fields are under water, as in the months of 
Jaistha and Ashar. The winter paddy, the aus paddy, and coarse rice are 
respectively selling at 187 seers, 23% seers and 10 seers per rupee. There 
has been such distress among the people since the last rainy season as has 
not been witnessed in the past twenty years. Excessive rainfall has also 
injured the paddy and other crops in the Manikgunge sub-division of the 
Dacca district. 
58. Tne Grémbdasi, of the 30th November, says that the recent rain- 
fall has done great damage to the paddy crops 
aie ompocts of the crops inthe Howrah in the Howrah district. The ripe paddy 
grains on the high land have germinated by 
contact with water. The rubdbee crops have been totally destroyed, and the 
prospects of the curry-creepers are not hopeful. 
59. <A correspondent of the Bangabdési, of the 80th November, says 
: that the recent rainfall at Bikhari, a village 
PE pn, sa of the erops at Bikhariin in the Bussirhat sub-division of the 24 
— Perguunahs district, has done great damage 
to the paddy crop. Rice is selling at 10 seers per rupee, and is not easily 
procurable even at that price. , 
60. Another correspondent of the same paper reports that excessive 
rainfall at Kalayanpore and five or six neigh- 
pr rospects of the crops near Kumar- houring villages has totally destroyed indigo, . 
' grain, pulses and other standing crops. 
61. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the recent 
excessive rainfall has totally destroyed the 
_, Erospects of the crops atGobindpore = py bbee crops at Gobindpore, a village in the 
i alae Manikgunge sub-division of the Dacaa dis- 


trict. 
62. Another correspondent of the same paper says that cold weather 
has set in at Daskal, a village in the Birbhoom 
_, Erospects of the crops at Daskal istrict; but the recent excessive rainfall has 
si ia , done great damage to the paddy orop and 
totally destroyed the rubbee crop. Most of the inhabitants are suffering 
from scarcity. The cattle too are suffering for want of fodder. 
68. Another correspondent of the same paper reports that the recent 
excessive rainfall bas done great damage t0 
x rrospects of the crops at Bataiin the crops. Wheat, grain, mustard, and kalal 
4 plants growing in low lands have been totally 
submerged, and the mustard plants which have not been submerged 
not yield any seed. I is difficult to get fodder for cows. Many people are 
starving for want of rice. 


“<> prospects of the. crops at Chak 


( 1079 ) 


64, Another correspondent of the same paper days that the prospects 
of the paddy crop at Chak Mirpur, a village 


Mirpur in Daces. in the Manikgunge sub-division of the Dacca 
district, are deplorable. The ripe paddy is 
rotting on account of the recent untimely rain, and £adai, grain and mustard 

plants are all destroyed. Rice is selling at Rs. 3-12 to Rs. 4 per maund. 
65. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the tecent 


ee! _ excessive rainfall has done great damage to 
ie rainfall at Ilsoba in the rubbee crops at Ilsoba, a village in the 
Hooghly district. The potato recently sown 
will be wholly destroyed. It is difficult to procure rice, fuel, and vegetables, 
and their price has risen very high. 
66. Another correspondent of the same pape? says that excessivé rain- 
cme fall at Puda, a village in the 24-Pergunnahs 
; —_—lae Puda inthe district, has done great damage to the rubbee 
crops. The paddy crop has also suffered on 
account of the rain. , 
67. Another correspondent of the same paper reports that excessive 
} | rainfall at Juniadaha and the neighbouring 
Rhy oot Te itt Juniadeha villages’ has done great damage to the kalas 
and other rubbee crops. Thé paddy crops have 
already considerably suffered. The people are in great distress. 


VI—MIscELLANEOUS, 


68. The Hindu Ranjtkd, of the re Rovembe, while generally 
ae ala approving of Mr. Bradlaugh’s reform scheme, 
rattesenens tbe somber makes the following observations on certain 


portions of the Draft Bill :-— 


1. There is no mention in the Draft Bill of the number of members 
of which the Legislative Council shall consist. This 
number should not be very small. As it is extremely 
desirable that the Legislative Council should be made to 
offer facilities for full discussion and deliberation, nothing 
will be so useful for this’ purpose as fixing for it a large 
number of members. And the object of the elective 
system will be gained in proportion as this number is 
increased. Hach Comimissioner’s division should be given 
the right of sending a member to’ the Indian Legislative 
Council. ‘There should at least be 30 if not'40 elected 
members in that Council. ame 

9. For the Provincial Legislative Council each Commissioner’s 
division ‘should be ‘able to elect at least two members. 

8, Section 5 of the Draft. Bill provides for the election of. members 
of the Indian Legislative Oouncil by those of' the Provin- 
cial Council. But:the latter being few in number shoul 
not be given this power. And the proper coutte will be to 
provide for the election of members of the Supreme: Coun- 
cil by: the same men who: will elect: members of the Pro- 
vincial Council. This arrangement, while facihtating the 
admission of really competent men into the Supreme Coun- 
cil, will furnish very little: seope ‘for the formation of parties 
or cliques: It may be said that’ the conferring: of: the 
elective franchise upon a large number of persons:is likely 
to be attended with confusion and difficulties: But it is 
clear that no such difficulties will arise if provision 1s 
made for the election of members to represént divisions or 
_groups of divisions. | 5 
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4, Section 6 of the Draft Bitl.—No one who has not lived in India fo, 
a long time, at least for five years, shall be deemed eligible 
for a membership of the Supreme Legislative Councjj. 
This rule of course will not apply to those members of the 
Executive Council who may be appointed to the Legisla- 
tive Council. 

5. In addition to the existing Legislative Councils, Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
Bill provides for the estublishment of such Councils in the 
Punjab and the Central Provinces. Assam and Burma, too, 
should each have a Legislative Council of its own, although 
the introduction of the elective system into those provinces 
may be deferred for the present. 

6. Section 24 of the Droft Bill—The right of electing members for 
the Provincial Council should be conferred only upon the 
members of Local Boards and the Commissioners of 
municipalities, for they alone are legally and properly the 
representatives of the country, the members of associations 
and similar bodies merely representing particular interests, 
An exception, however, may be made in favour of the 
Trades’ Association, in view of its importance and prestige, 
by the Governor-General electing one of its members to 
represent it in the Supreme Council. 

7. Each Province should be divided for elective purposes into a 
number of districts. A Commissioner's division will in 
many cases serve the purpose of such a district. The 
number of members to be returned by each district should 
be fixed in view of its population and general condition, 
and each elector should have as many votes as there will 
be members returned for that district. 


It is hoped that the Draft Bill will receive the exclusive attention of the 
members of the ensuing Congress, and undergo such a thorough revision as 
to become a complete and beautiful measure. 


69. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 26th November, says that one of 
the greatest families in Bengal will be saved 
from ruin if the Lieutenant-Governor can 
by his personal interference bring about an amicable settlement of the 


Burdwan dispute. If His Honour kindly makes an effort, the Maharani will 
in all probability do as he will advise. 


70. The Sahachar, of the 27th November, says that both the S/ates- 
ee man and the Indian Daily News have recom- 

mended Tantia for mercy. The Judicial 

Commissioner of the Central Provinces has confirmed the sentence of death 
passed on Tantia, and has stated in his judgment that he has found no 
reason for altering it. This is just what might have been expected of him. 
English officers are in favour of severe punishments, because they think that 
if a handful of Englishmen are to keep India under subjection, Indians 
must be inspired with a feeling of terror. But the Viceroy is not bound to 
act according to any such notion. _ No counsel defended Tantia or cross- 
examined the witnesses produced against him, and if he is pardoned no other 
dacoit will be able to claim pardon on that ground. Right or wrong, the 
popular impression is that Tantia was compelled to take to dacoity. And 
there is no denying the fact that he robbed the rich in order to relieve the 
poor. England, according to Lord Beaconsfield, has become an Asiatic 
power. If this is true, the government should be, as far as possible, 10 


accordance with Indian notions. Mercy is a chief quality in a ruler, and the 
Indians know how to rate it at its true value. ) 
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71.° The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 27th November, referring to the 

i ie as abduction of ayoung married girl by the 

genanas Missions. © Se °Y  Zenana Mission at Barrackpore, remarks that 

ce some such cases are heard of every year. As 

missionaries do things of this kind, they should not be allowed to enter 

naitve houses. ‘Those who seek to convert people from purely religious 
motives do not resort to guile to accomplish their objects. 


; 72. The same paper makes the followin 
. Bradlaugh’s reform schemo. pap = 
ee remarks on Mr. Bradlaugh’s Draft Bill :-— 


(1) In order to prevent all possible delay on the part of Governors 
in filling up any vacancy in a Legislative Council, it should be 
provided that the writ for the election of a member for such 
vacancy should be issued within a month from the date of the 
vacancy, and that the election should be completed within three 
months. : 

(2) The provisions of the Draft Bill relating to the sittings of the 
Viceregal Council and the transaction of business at its ordinary 
and extraordinary sittings are good. 

(3) The provisions relating to the discussion of all matters connected 
with legislation and finance in the Councils are good. 

(4) The provision granting to members the right of interpellation is 
good. If interpellation had been in existence, Government 
would not now have been abusing the native press and passing 
the Official Secrets Act. 

(5) In order to guard against obstruction of public business by com- 
bined opposition on the part of the elected members, who will 
form one-half of the entire number of Members, the Bill 
provides that the Governor-General will be able to act, as he 
can even now, against the decision of the Council where he thinks 
that acting according to its decision will be injurious to the 
interests of the State. Such a provision is necessary if 
administrative authority is to remain vested in a single person. 
But in order to guard against any conceivable abuse of this 
power by the Viceroy, the Bill provides that whenever the 
Viceroy acts against the decision of the Council he should 
within a month of his so doing record his reasons for acting in 
that manner. The Bill also allows an appeal to a Parliamentary 
Committee against such action on the part of the Viceroy. 
Some people object to this, and say that all Indian matters 
ought to be settled here in India. But this objection has not 
much force, seeing that Parliament is to be a referee in only a 
few caces in which there will be a difference of opinion and 
that there can be no other way of controlling the Viceroy. 


73. The Bangabdsi, of the 80th November, thinks that the Burdwan 
adoption case can be satisfactorily settled if 

Sir Steuart Bayley kindly interferes in the 
matter. One of the noblest houses in Bengal can yet be saved from ruin if 
His Honour, with the help of one or two Judges of the High Court, makes 
an effort in that behalf. 

74. The Sanjivant, of the 30th November, says that it cannot be 
really necessary to hang Tantia, who is now 
an old man.. Though a dacoit, there was 
something noble and charming about Tantia, and he did not commit dacoities 
with a view to make money, else he would not now suffer want in his old 
age. He should be punished with transportation to the Andamans. The 
Government will earn the blessings of the people by showing him mercy. 


The Burdwan adoption case. 
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75. The same paper eo r article on ‘- yyy reform 
echeme (see paragrap of the last Re 
es i ae says that the number of non-official tn 
bers to be appointed by Government should not be more than one-fourth of the 
total number of members of the Council, and that they should like the electeq 
members hold office for only three years. Such members should be chiefly 
appointed from among castes or sects which have no elected members to 
represent them in the Council, or whose elected members are too few for 
that purpose. The prevention of the evil of inadequate representation, which 
is at times unavoidable under the elective system, as well as the representation 
of minorities, will be secured by this means. Thus if the Government 
finds that a sufficient number of Mahomedan members has not been returned 
under the elective system, it will be able to appoint as many Mahomedan 
members as will make up that number. The native Christian community, 
which is gradually growing in importance, should have more than one mem- 
ber to represent it in the Council. The Buddhist, the Jewish, the Jain and 
the Brahmo communities should each have one member. The following 
should be the official members : — 


The Vice-Chancellor of the University one * pee 
The Chairman of the proposed Loeal Government 


The Lieutenant-Governor, President nee si 1 
The Chief Justice ... rom ‘ee je | 
Members of the Board of Revenue ne 2 
Secretaries to the Be Government és 4 
The Advocate-Gene a = 1 
The Legal Remembrancer a ie 1 
The Director of Public Instruction 1 
The Sanitary Commissioner eve -_ ove 1 
The Inspector-General of Jails... sal “oe 
The Inspector-General of Police ... owe 1 
The Postmaster General a. 
The Accountant-General i l 
The Excise Commissioner ws l 
1 
1 
19 


Total 


The elective system should be at the outset: made as. free from defects 
and imperfections as possible. In this connection the writer would make 
the following suggestion :—TInstead of giving the elective right to each division 
or district, it will be well to register the names of all the electors in the pro- 
vince, and dividing the total number of electors by 33, to give the right of 
electing one nember to the number:of electors as ascertained by this division. 
Professor Fawcett has shown that this is a perfectly practicable scheme. 


76. The Navavibhakar arene es of the reg wring says that * 

‘ ens unequal competition between Huropean and 

: : io er i manufacturers bas led to: she‘tin of 
native industries and compelled the people of this country to depend chiefly 
on service for their livelihood. Things have come to such a pass that while 
a builder of thatched huts cannot be had for Rs. 15 a month, a man of ares 
ag family is ready to work with his pen from morning’ to eveaing for 
Rs. 10 or Rs. 12 a month. The native blacksmith makes only the radest 
implement, and the native potter prepares only common earthen vessels, whilst 
the bazar is full of superior bardware and crockery of foreign manufacture. 
The native weaver has been driven to the wall by the Manchester millowner, 
and though the native cultivator is comparatively well off, he caenot become 
anything more than a common peasant. Even the native goldsmith, the 


native brazier, the native oilman and the native milkman are pot safe 
from foreign competition. — 


( 1083 ) 


To whom but to the Government can the natives turn for help under 
these circumstances? It is in the power of the ruler alone to promote the 
harmonious advancement of a country in all respects. No one can be so 
deeply interested in the people’s well-being as the ruler. A ruler, whether 
native or foreign, must maintain peace, and in order to be able to do so must 
obtain money from his subjects. It is therefore necessary for a ruler to keep 
his subjects in a condition in which they may be able to pay taxes. It is 
this which renders it imperative for the English rulers of this country to 
establish and encourage trade, manufactures, and agriculture. 

- The question is, how can trade and manufacture be improved in this 
country ? The abolition of free trade and the levying of higher duties on 
foreign goods is certainly one means of improving them. But to do so 
would be to raise the prices of every-day necessaries to an extent which will 
cause unbearable hardship. Who can be so foolish as to desire the sun to 
disappear from the sky in order that the trade in candles may flourish? The 
problem to be solved is, how is free trade to be done away with without dimi- 
nishing the benefit it is doing ? 

77. The Dacca Gazette, of the 2nd December, is sorry to hear of the 

transfer of Mr. Worsley, the popular Commis- 
put, Worsiey> Commissioner of the sioner of the Dacca Division. A Commissioner 

. of the type of Mr. Worsley was never before 
seen in Dacca. Mr. Worsley’s quietness of disposition, urbanity, and good- 
ness are highly appreciated by the public, and they are therefore sorry to part 


with him. . : 


Assam PAPERS. 


78. The Silchar, of the 18th November, has the following on the 


| . Official Secrets Act :— 
The Official Secrets Act. : ‘Where art thou no W, O Mete alfe an d 
where art thou now, O Ripon! Lord Lansdowne has outdone even Lord 
Lytton. This Act will serve as an engine of oppression against those who 


will offend the authorities. Where are now the violent native papers which . 


have brought the whole native press into this scrape ? 
‘‘There is no reason to apprehend any danger in subjugated India. The 
260 millions of inferior beasts do nothing but good to the lion, and are 


entirely submissive to him. It is not proper to treat cruelly such inoffensive — 


animals. ‘The word of the lion is law unto them, and no written law is 
required to get his. commands obeyed. Why, then, break a butterfly on a 
wheel? ‘The passing of the Act shows that the lion has become timid.” 
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